[The Chilean National Health Service: an intellectual and humanitarian adventure].
This is the speech delivered by Dr Abraham Horwitz, Emeritus Director of the Panamerican Health Organization, when he was granted a decoration from the Chilean Government. I believe--he said--that protection and promotion of health are not only an ethical imperative but also a basic political need of nations and peoples, a foundation for peace and development of human beings and society. Analyzing the origin and development of the Chilean National Health Service in 1952, he concludes that this was an intellectual and humanitarian endeavour of a group of idealists who devoted their best to improve the condition of the Chilean people.